
                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 

NUMBER OF PARTNER: P3 Cesmar7, P4 An.t.a.res srl  

TYPE OF WORK: Mural painting 

COUNTRY:  Italy  

CITY:  Reggio Emilia  

ADDRESS:  Via Selo  

OWNER / CUSTODIAN:  Cooperative  Popular Houses of Mancasale and Coviolo 

ARTIST:  ZOSEN (Proyecto Ritual) 

TITLE OF THE WORK:  Economy subdues you 

YEAR OF EXECUTION:  2010 

MATERIALS:  housepaint acrylic  and Montana spray 
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* mortars, stone, metal ect. 

** Additional research or analyzes, for example: aging tests, colorimetry, pH… 

  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 

 
Fig. 1 “ IL MERCATO TI SOTTOMETTE ”  – sampling location 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 
 

Z1S sample was collected from a turquoise area painted by spray (fig.1-3) that faded. 

The study of the Z1S sample (fig. 4-6) has shown the following  structure and composition:  

a) Brown ground layer > 700 µm thick containing Quartz grains and a styrene-acrylic polymer; 

b) White paint layer (prime coating) filling up the roughness of the layer a.,  irregular thickness under of 30 µm, composed of Rutile and Calcite; this paint layer 

has been addressed to Py-GC-MS. 

c) Turquoise paint layer containing a mixture of a blue pthalocyanine pigment and yellow azo PY74 based pigment, Calcite and Rutile. Regular feature, average 

thickness of 30 µm; 

d) Whitish layer (patina) is hypothesized, it is too thin to be observed under microscope and measured.   

The FTIR-ATR spectra of the turquoise surface have likely shown the presence of an alkyd resin, confirmed also by Py-GC-MS. 

 
 

 

 
Fig. 2 “ IL MERCATO TI SOTTOMETTE ” – sample Z1S – before sampling  

 
Fig. 3“ IL MERCATO TI SOTTOMETTE” – sample Z1S – after sampling 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 

 
Fig.4 “IL MERCATO TI SOTTOMETTE” – sample Z1S – cross section  – reflected Visible light – magnification 200 x 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Fig.5 “ IL MERCATO TI SOTTOMETTE ” – sample Z1S –  SM – 

magnification 40 x 

Fig.6 “ IL MERCATO TI SOTTOMETTE ” – sample Z1S –  SM – 

magnification 40 x 
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